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How to navigate this report 

 

This report is written with three target audiences in mind: policymakers, practitioners 

and researchers.  

• POLICYMAKERS: If you are reading this report with an interest in engaging 

with transnational methods from a policy perspective, the key sections are 

Section 1 (Especially 1.1 and 1.2), Section 2 (Especially 2.1 and 2.2), Section 

3.1 and Section 5.1.  

 

• PRACTITIONERS: If you are reading this report as a practitioner interested 

in developing a procedural understanding of transnational methods, the 

key sections are Section 1 (Especially 1.1 and 1.2), Section 2 (Especially 2.2. 

and 2.3), Section 3 and well as section 5.2. 

 

• RESEARCHERS: If you are reading this report as an academic researcher, 

the key sections are Section 1 (Especially 1.1 and 1.2), Section 2.2, Section 

3.2, 4, and Section 5.3. 
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1. Introduction 
 

OppAttune is a Horizon-Europe funded project involving 17 partners across Europe and 

beyond which aims to track, attune, and limit the spread of extreme political narratives. 

OppAttune project directly supports the European Union’s strategic objectives in 

countering extremism, disinformation, and societal polarisation. The focus of the project 

however is not on discourse which explicitly incites violence or engages in hate speech. 

Rather, on the spread of extreme narratives through seemingly ‘common sense’ 

discussions about polarising issues which contribute to what we term ‘everyday 

extremism’.  

 

1.1. OppAttune and Everyday Extremism  

Everyday extremism refers to the manifestation of oppositional and exclusionary 

behaviours, attitudes, or ideologies in the routine activities of individuals or within 

societal structures on a day-to-day basis. As such, the concept is distinct from direct or 

episodic violent extremism, yet understanding everyday extremism is crucial as we 

consider it a potential gateway towards the development of direct violence to emerge. 

 

Everyday Extremism 

 

Everyday extremism involves the normalization of oppositional elements 

(including exclusionary and dehumanizing discourse) into ordinary aspects 

of life, potentially impacting social cohesion and interactions. 

 

Everyday actions and behaviours cross the line and become extreme and risk 

dehumanization when they communicate hostility to another person, group or party.  
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Everyday extremisms can be considered as an example of a hybrid threat.  Hybrid threats 

“usually refer to coordinated harmful activities that are planned and carried out with 

malign intent” (Council of the European Union).  While everyday extremism is often not 

planned or driven by malign intent, its consequences can fuel and promote support for 

harmful activities. For example, by sowing division, distrust, and mainstreaming extreme 

narratives that undermine democracy and rights, it creates a foundation for harmful 

activities to resonate with and gain public support. Hybrid threats “influence and exploit 

vulnerabilities to incur damage below the threshold of overt aggression”, similarly to how 

everyday extremism, as a concept, allows us to consider forms of extremism that sit 

below the threshold of violent extremism, but again might provide a stepping-stone in 

that direction. 

 

According to the European Knowledge Hub of Prevention of Radicalisation, hybrid threats 

“fuelled by globalisation, geopolitical tensions, and emerging vulnerabilities, are expected 

to remain a long-term strategic challenge for European countries” (Council of the 

European Union) and as such, OppAttune’s findings support the tackling of this long-term 

strategic challenge. It does so by identifying how to track the evolution of extreme 

narratives, attune political dialogue and build democratic capacities, and by implication 

limit the spread and rise of these narratives and their potential impact on democratic 

participation, including in contexts of elections.  

Hybrid threats call for cooperative solutions that, similar to the threats that they aim to 

tackle, cut across borders. This report, as part of WP8 Policy Recommendations & Strategies, 
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aims to provide recommendations for how transnational methods can inform these 

cooperative solutions.  

1.2. Transnational Methods  
Shared policy challenges in Europe frequently stem from issues that cross borders, that 

is, that have a transnational character. Migration is perhaps one of the best examples of 

this. Yet much policymaking and research continues to engage with these phenomena 

from within the boundaries of a particular nation-state. 

As a response to the limitations of nation-centric perspectives, the transnational 

approach challenges the assumption that the nation-state should serve as the primary 

unit of empirical analysis (Basch et al., 1994; Faist, 2000; Portes, 1997; Vertovec, 2004; 

Pries, 2008). This framework critiques what has been termed “methodological 

nationalism” (Wimmer & Glick Schiller, 2003; Beck & Grande, 2010; See Section 3.2 of the 

report), urging policymakers and researchers alike to critically reassess and move beyond 

conventional categories such as ‘nation’ and ‘territory’. The approach emphasizes the 

importance of recognizing cross-border dynamics and transnational networks in shaping 

contemporary social, economic, and political realities. 

This transnational perspective aligns closely with the European Union’s own strategic 

orientation, particularly in its efforts to address hybrid threats – complex challenges that 

often transcend national borders and involve a mix of conventional and unconventional 

tactics, including disinformation, cyberattacks, and economic coercion. Recognizing that 

such threats cannot be effectively countered through isolated, nation-centric responses, 

the EU has increasingly emphasized coordinated, cross-border policymaking and 

intelligence-sharing. By adopting a transnational lens, researchers and policymakers are 

better equipped to understand and respond to the interconnected nature of these 

challenges, reinforcing the EU’s commitment to collective resilience and democratic 

integrity. 

OppAttune adopted this approach, with its research taking a transnational and translocal 

approach across work packages. For example, within OppAttune WP4: Media, Machines, 

and Mobilisation, we have defined transnational tracking methods as research strategies 

and tools that allow us to trace the circulation and adaptation of everyday extremist 

narratives, across borders and spaces, bridging different country contexts as well as 

physical and digital spaces.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
12 

 

 

 

We aimed to understand how extremist narratives penetrate the online and offline 

everyday lives of citizens across Europe. Analytically, the concept of everyday extremism 

helped us describe and unpack the continuous shrinking of the mainstream/centre and 

the polarization of everyday discourse evidenced by the increased presence of symbolic 

and cultural violence in everyday life. In the WP, we focus on discursive-narrative aspects 

of violence and everyday extremism. We found that everyday extremism cannot be 

confined within one national context but is in nature transnational and amorphous as it 

evolves across multiple locations and platforms simultaneously. Consequently, we 

developed a relational model for understanding everyday extremism (D4.2), which 

includes three analytical continuums, among them translocal-local. By grounding our 

analysis in this relational model, we examined extremism as a set of interconnected 

processes unfolding across multiple scales, from local to global and translocal, and 

spanning both digital and physical spaces, as well as different forms of violence.  

More concretely, our transnational approach is grounded in concrete methodological 

strategies that trace how extremist narratives circulate and adapt across borders, 

platforms, and communities. These include multi-sited ethnography, comparative 

discourse analysis, digital tracking of visual and linguistic content, and AI-assisted 

thematic modelling across different European contexts. These methods allow us to 

capture the relational and translocal nature of everyday extremism as it unfolds 

simultaneously across digital and physical spaces. A fuller account of these methods can 

be found in Section 3 of this report. 

OppAttune’s transnational approach enabled us to track the forces that might underpin 

rising everyday extremism (WP2 and 3) and the extreme narratives as they manifest 

across online/offline spaces (WP4) and take on local meaning (WP4 and 5).  
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1.3. WP8 – Aims and Objectives 
Work package 8 of OppAttune aims to provide policy recommendations and multi-level 

strategies to the commission and stakeholders engaged in the project. This includes 

pinpointing potential policy responses and best practices, and suggesting the elements 

of a (national, European, transnational) legal and institutional framework which may 

contribute to building capacity for democratic dialogue. 

 

 

1.4. Purpose of the report and structure 
This deliverable has been written with the following three target audiences in mind; (1) 

policymakers, (2) practitioners and (3) researchers. It aims to outline key policy 

recommendations for the use of transnational methods in tackling rising extremism.  

Throughout this report, we refer to transnational methods not only as a conceptual 

orientation but as a set of concrete research strategies. Three key methods used in 

OppAttune include: 

1. Multi-sited hybrid ethnography – combining digital and urban fieldwork across 

cities and platforms to trace how extremist narratives circulate between online 

and offline spaces. 
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2. Comparative topic modelling and discourse analysis – using AI-assisted tools 

to identify shared themes and linguistic patterns across countries and languages. 

3. Participatory ethnographic methods – including collaborative ethnography and 

narrative group work, co-developed with local communities to understand and 

counter everyday extremism. 

These methods are revisited throughout the report to illustrate how transnational 

approaches can be operationalized in research, policy, and practice. 

Section 2 of the report introduces the concept of everyday extremism (2.1) including its 

key transnational dynamics (2.2). It then introduces the key concepts of the OppAttune 

project (2.3). Section 3 covers transnational tracking methods, including an introduction 

(3.1) and an articulation of what they mean for research (3.2). Section 4 goes more in-

depth to examine the transnational methods used in OppAttune. Section 5 offers 

recommendations for the three target audiences on how to use transnational methods.  

2. Understanding and Operationalizing 

Everyday Extremism: Concepts, Contexts, 

and Challenges 

Section 2 provides an overview of the key concepts, contexts and challenges associated 

with the study of, and policymaking addressing, rising everyday extremism.  

2.1. The rise of everyday extremism and challenges to 
policymaking 

What underpins the rise of extremism narratives? The answer to this question is complex, 

but OppAttune’s research has focused on answering it by identifying and tracking drivers 

of everyday extremism on the structural (WP2 and WP3), societal and contextual (WP4 

and WP5) and individual level (WP6). Through the empirical work packages, four key 

dimensions of drivers of everyday extremism have been identified. Figure 2 below 

provides an overview of these. 
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Figure 2. Main drivers of everyday extremism.  

As will become clear from the overview of each dimension below, these factors are 

interlinked and a more comprehensive review of them can be found in Deliverable 5.1. 

Economic and market conditions: Material conditions – such as economic hardship and 

job insecurity – shape how societies function and how people understand their place in 

the world (Marx & Engels, 1848; Campbell, 2013). These conditions are closely tied to 

political and ideological identities, and they help explain why some individuals are drawn 

to extremist views. Labour transitions can lead to economic exclusion, especially when 

people are pushed into jobs that don’t match their skills – a problem known as "skills 

mismatch." This disconnect can increase frustration and feelings of powerlessness, which 

may contribute to radicalisation. Workers in sectors hit hardest by globalisation and 

technological change are particularly vulnerable to anti-globalisation views (Bisbee & 

Rosendorff, 2020).  

To mitigate these risks, policy strategies should include inclusive labour market initiatives 

such as targeted upskilling and reskilling programmes, especially in regions undergoing 

economic transition. Additionally, funding should support transnational research that 

maps how economic grievances are mobilized across borders and linked to extremist 

narratives, as well as behavioural and decision-making tools – like those developed in 

WP3 – that help diagnose how economic insecurity contributes to radicalisation and 

inform proactive, evidence-based responses. 
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Socio-political factors: Changing socio-economic conditions brought on by 

globalization, immigration, and the rise of automation are increasingly mobilized by 

political actors to frame societal change as crisis. Populist movements often exploit public 

grievances – such as inflation, housing shortages, or strained public services – by blaming 

elites or perceived outsiders. As Mughan, Bean, and McAllister (2003) point out, job 

insecurity caused by global economic changes can weaken trust in traditional political 

systems and increase support for populist or anti-globalisation movements. This framing 

contributes to a broader sense of ontological insecurity, where individuals feel 

existentially threatened and uncertain about their place in society and the future. 

Social psychological factors: Socio-political and economic contexts experienced as 

uncertain can have a host of consequences for individuals, and groups, social psychology, 

including increased sense of threat to one’s way of life and identity, resentment and 

disillusionment, a turn towards more secure and simple identities and a rise in prejudice 

towards perceived outgroups. While much of the existing research on the psychology of 

extremism has focused on personality traits and attitudes (Kinnvall & Capelos, 2021), 

OppAttune considers social psychological factors as in direct dialogue with lived 

experience and broader contextual and systemic forces, making the argument that 

everyone has the capacity to become extreme, steering away from an assumption that 

the origin of extremism can be located within specific personality traits.  

Cultural and Narrative factors: Together, the intertwining of material, political and 

psychological factors provide a ripe breeding ground for new narratives to emerge to 

explain perceived (and real) injustices. Often these narratives draw on us vs. them logics, 

constructing hostile oppositions between groups seen as being the victims of injustices, 

and those perceived to be receiving preferential treatment and/or causing the injustices. 

These narratives often become embedded within common-sense ideas, resonating with 

cultural repertoires. These narratives are often cloaked in satirical form, blending humour 

and irony, allowing them to circulate in everyday spaces without appearing overly 

extreme and violent.  

Many of the most pressing policy concerns in Europe and beyond cut across borders – be 

it climate change, immigration, security or the economy.  In the same way, extremism 

cuts across borders. Indeed, evidence suggests that extremist ideas, although articulated 

and tailored to fit specific national contexts, increasingly spread between national media 
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ecosystems via social media thus accelerating the transnationalisation of extremist 

movements (ISD Global 2020; Froio and Bharath 2019).  

Work package 5 provides useful examples of how these factors intersect and take on a 

transnational character. While WP5 works across multiple country context, the example 

of Türkiye is used here as a specific exemplar to illustrate how the drivers of everyday 

extremism – economic, socio-political, psychological, and cultural – intersect in complex 

and locally embedded ways.  

In Türkiye, local communities are grappling with a multifaceted crisis, blending political 

disempowerment, financial deprivation, and social trauma. The main cleavages are 

connected to a so-called secular/religious divide, political party support factions (AKP vs. 

CHP, etc.) and a myriad of ethno-national and religious tensions tied to minority 

rights/oppression of Kurds, Alevis, Greeks, Armenians, Suriyani Christians and others 

(Celik et al. 2017; Guney 2022). A sense of threat is a prominent structure of feeling for 

the national body and means that those who are not Sunni Muslims may be viewed with 

suspicion as lesser citizens. Economic challenges have exacerbated these political 

tensions. Since the 1980s, Türkiye has frequently experienced economic crises, with the 

situation becoming particularly acute since 2018, marked by a severe devaluation of the 

Turkish lira and high inflation (Hubbard 2022). Locals are also frustrated by the perceived 

scarcity of resources in education, healthcare, and employment (Ozerim and Tolay 2020).  

Against this backdrop, over 3.6 million Syrians have sought refuge in Türkiye since the 

onset of the Syrian civil war in 2011, making Türkiye the largest host country for refugees 

worldwide. Initially, Syrians were welcomed; however, in recent years, dominant media 

narratives have shifted, increasingly depicting Syrians as societal outsiders expected to 

return to their homeland (Şahin-Mencütek et al. 2023; Rottmann 2020). OppAttune 

research showed that everyday extremism arises from the arrival of transnational 

migrants into a national context of material uncertainty and locales characterized by 

(perceived) identity threats. Immigration politics and public sentiments are also shared 

by European migration discourses and policies. In order to make any impact attuning 

everyday extremism in Türkiye, it is vital to understand the transnational-national-local 

intersections through in-depth research. 

Türkiye’s case demonstrates how historical trauma, identity insecurity, and economic 

precarity converge to produce fertile ground for extremist narratives. Importantly, it also 

shows how these dynamics are not confined to national borders but are shaped by 

transnational influences such as migration, global media, and geopolitical tensions. This 

exemplar highlights the need for transnational methods that can capture both the local 
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specificity and cross-border resonance of extremist narratives. It underscores the 

importance of approaches like multi-sited ethnography, comparative discourse analysis, 

and translocal tracking, which allow researchers and policymakers to understand how 

shared grievances and symbolic repertoires circulate across contexts while taking on 

distinct local meanings. 

2.2. Key transnational dynamics underpinning everyday 
extremism 

We know from existing research that the transnational infrastructures of digital platforms 

are important to how extremist narratives circulate and potentially travel to mainstream 

platforms such as YouTube, Facebook, and TikTok, from more fringe spaces like Telegram 

and X (formerly Twitter), as well as country-specific platforms including Flashback Forum 

and SwebbTube in Sweden. The design, features and functionalities of these platforms 

facilitate the cross-border dissemination of everyday extremist narratives, a process 

further propelled by the recurrence and emotional resonance of particular topics. This 

requires research on everyday extremism to consider both the online and offline context 

within which extreme narratives are shared, and how these contexts interact to mobilize 

action.  

A key Work Package that captures the transnational dynamics of everyday extremism 

through the relationship between the online and offline, is Work Package 4. A core insight 

from Deliverable 4.1 is that everyday extremist narratives are remarkably consistent 

across different European countries and regions. These topics, while often framed using 

national symbols or context-specific rhetoric, reflect a broader, shared narrative structure 

and strategies used by extremist groups. Language use in this context becomes a 

powerful indicator of transnational patterns. For example, with regard to immigration 

and Islam, recurring discursive frames such as “invasion,” “replacement,” or “loss of 

cultural identity” emerge across multiple national cases. This indicates that certain 

linguistic repertoires of extremist narratives are translocal in nature making these 

universally recognizable and intelligible across different cultural and national contexts. 

To identify these patterns, WP4 employed transnational methods such as comparative 

discourse analysis, topic modelling, and digital ethnography across multiple platforms 

and countries. These methods enabled the team to trace how narratives evolve, adapt, 

and gain traction across borders. A detailed account of these methods and their 

application can be found in Sections 3 and 4 of this report. 
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Platform ecosystems also play a critical role in enabling these transnational flows. The 

functioning and internal logic of digital media, and here especially social media platforms 

like X/Twitter, TikTok or Facebook, facilitates the rapid circulation of content across 

geographical and linguistic boundaries. These platforms are designed to generate traffic 

driven by algorithms and user interaction, such as liking, sharing, linking and 

commenting. This not only generates attention and has changed the media discourse as 

such and the way in which information circulates, it also connects platforms, when, for 

example one user posts a TikTok video on X/Twitter or when another user is active on 

several platforms at the same time posting similar content. 

 

 

Not only common discursive templates are relevant with regard to transnational 

dynamics. Online, the visual grammar of everyday extremist narratives further reinforces 

the emergence of transnational narratives. Across our material, we observed linkages 

through the use of a shared global imaginary, making use of the same memetic 

templates, emojis, symbols and visual metaphors. For example, visuals that make use of 

the Euro or yellow stars to portray the EU as a threat, or images that depict Muslims in a 

derogatory manner, recur in different national contexts with only slight modifications. 

Similarly, the seemingly harmless emoji of an airplane is posted to advocate for the 

deportation of immigrants. These recurring visual tropes not only signal shared 

ideological positions but also enable cross-cultural intelligibility, allowing users from 

different countries to engage with visually coded “dog whistles” and amplify messages. 

We summarised these dynamics in the relational model for understanding everyday 

extremism (D4.2; See also figure 3 below) to point out that everyday extremist narratives 
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do not simply cross borders, instead they are co-produced in a transnational 

communicative space, shaped by real-time feedback loops, algorithmic amplification, and 

shared digital vernaculars.  

 

Figure 3. Relational model for everyday extremism.  

 

This co-production does not only take place in digital spaces, they also move from online 

spheres to local ecologies and back, or vice versa. Hence, people carry their offline 

experiences into online discussions, while simultaneously being influenced by their 

online interactions in how they perceive and engage with the world around them. Even 

when people do not actively engage online, their offline surroundings are still influenced 

by the narratives and discourses circulating in digital spaces, as these shape broader 

public conversations, media coverage, and social norms. 

The relational model provides us with three analytical continuums, linking the translocal 

with the local, the online with the offline and the mundane with the extreme. In doing so, 

it illustrates how everyday extremism should be understood, both conceptually and 

practically, as operating across different scales and cutting across boundaries. 

Hybrid ethnographic fieldwork, as developed in OppAttune, involves the systematic 

integration of digital and physical fieldwork to trace how extremist narratives circulate 

across online platforms and urban environments. This includes non-participant 

observation on social media (e.g., TikTok, X, Instagram), combined with in-person 

documentation of visual political expressions – such as graffiti, posters, and stickers – 
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during city walks in diverse neighbourhoods. Researchers use shared frameworks, 

synchronized timelines, and tools like route-tracking apps and screen capture software 

to ensure comparability across sites. 

This method allows for the mapping of hybrid spaces – where online content influences 

offline action and vice versa – and reveals how extremist narratives are embedded in the 

everyday fabric of public life. 

Future studies should be funded to expand hybrid ethnographic methods across more 

cities and platforms, with investment in digital tools for cross-platform tracking, visual 

analysis, and collaborative coding. These methods are essential for capturing the fluid 

movement of extremist narratives and designing context-sensitive interventions that 

address both digital and embodied forms of extremism. 

2.3. Conceptual Foundations and Methods for Tracking Everyday 
Extremism 

The conceptual framework developed in OppAttune is not only foundational for 

understanding everyday extremism but also instrumental in shaping the methodological 

innovations needed to track and counter it. Each concept contributes to a distinct 

analytical lens and opens up specific methodological pathways that can be scaled, 

adapted, and applied across diverse European contexts. 

Regulatory rights pathways refer to structured processes through which individuals, 

organizations, or communities’ access, exercise, and enhance their rights within a 

regulatory framework. Rights-Contexts refer to the specific circumstances, situations, or 

environments in which legal, social, or ethical principles of freedom or entitlement, 

commonly known as rights, are claimed. Together, these concepts provide a foundation 

for designing diagnostic tools that assess how legal and institutional frameworks shape 

the experience and exercise of rights. These concepts have informed comparative case 

study methods and policy toolkits (e.g., WP2’s Regulatory Rights Prism), enabling 

researchers and policymakers to evaluate how rights claims intersect with extremism. 

These pathways emphasize participation, accountability, and responsiveness in 

governance by ensuring that regulatory systems are inclusive and adapt to local contexts.  

Regulatory Rights Pathways and Rights-Contexts 
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To learn more about the diagnostic tools that integrate rights-context analysis with 

real-time policy monitoring, especially in regions experiencing democratic backsliding, 

see Deliverables D2.1 and D2.2. 

 

  

Transnational governance refers to the systems, policies, and regulations that extend 

beyond individual nations, impacting global economic and social practices. It 

encompasses the rules and norms that govern international trade, human rights, 

environmental policies, and responses to crises such as extremism. The dynamic nature 

of transnational governance reflects the ongoing shifts in global political and economic 

landscapes, where different countries and regions often experience varying degrees of 

influence and autonomy. Figure 2 below outlines three distinct governance models 

explored in WP3.  

Figure 1: Transnational governance models. 

Transnational governance models highlight the need to understand how supranational 

policies and global economic shifts influence local vulnerabilities. For more information, 

see Deliverables 3.1-3.3. 

Living democracy refers both to the everyday spaces where people engage in political 

and personal dialogue, and to democracy as an ongoing practice – not limited to formal 
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events like elections or protests. This concept has driven the use of participatory action 

research (PAR), collaborative ethnography, and dialogical methods that foreground 

citizen agency and democratic resilience. 

  

Living Democracy 

 

To learn more about how to use, and apply the concept of living democracy, see D5.3 

and 5.4, which include guidelines for how to support the scaling up of participatory 

methods, especially among youth and marginalized communities.  

  

Translocality is a concept that enables us to understand and examine how extremist 

narratives move across borders and reference each other, while becoming grounded in 

local contexts. Hybrid Space is a concept that captures how digital and physical 

environments intersect in shaping contemporary political spaces.  

The concepts of translocality and hybrid space are deeply interconnected and together 

offer a powerful lens for understanding how extremist narratives circulate and evolve. 

Translocality refers to the movement and adaptation of ideas across different geographic 

and cultural contexts, while hybrid space captures the fluid interplay between digital and 

physical environments in shaping political discourse. 

 

Translocality 

Translocal tracking methods are designed to follow phenomena that do not remain 

confined within one national context but instead emerge, evolve, and resonate across 

multiple locations and platforms simultaneously. The concept of translocality is 

examined more in-depth in D4.1 and D4.2. 

 

In OppAttune, these concepts have been operationalized through multi-sited hybrid 

ethnography, visual discourse analysis, and digital tracking methods. For example, 

our research on memes during the 2024 European Parliament elections revealed how 

visual templates – mocking “wokeness,” for instance – were shared across Austria, 

Bulgaria, and Sweden, but adapted to reflect local political debates and cultural symbols. 

These memes were not confined to online spaces; they appeared on stickers, banners, 

and graffiti in urban settings, demonstrating how digital narratives become embedded in 
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physical environments. This illustrates the power of memes to act as vehicles that enable 

transnational narratives to resonate in specific urban and national settings. Here, 

translocality becomes key: extremism is not just a top-down global ideology but a locally 

inflected process of meaning-making, shaped through the everyday. 

This methodological approach allows us to trace how global narratives are localized, and 

how local grievances are amplified through transnational digital infrastructures. It also 

highlights the feedback loops between online and offline spaces, where digital content 

influences real-world actions and vice versa.  

Hybrid Spaces 

 

The concept of hybrid space allows us to place ourselves and our analytical lens in the 

interconnected space between online and offline realms where extreme ideas, symbols 

and narratives travel back and forth, continuously shaping and reshaping both digital 

and embodied political practices. It will be examined more in-depth in D4.4. 

 

 

Hybrid spaces should not be understood as a simple division between physical (offline) 

and digital (online) environments. Rather, they form a dynamic continuum where 

interactions, movements, and ideas flow seamlessly across both realms. Online content 

– such as viral posts or social media campaigns – can trigger real-world actions, including 

protests or violence. Similarly, offline events like political crises or acts of violence rapidly 

migrate to digital platforms, where they are interpreted, amplified, and often provoke 

further offline responses. This interplay is particularly relevant in the context of political 

extremism, where actors and ideologies operate fluidly across digital and physical spaces, 

reinforcing and intensifying one another. This concept has led to the design of hybrid 

ethnographic methods that document how digital content manifests in physical spaces 

and vice versa. Hybrid spaces will be examined more in-depth in D4.4 - Using a multi-

sited ethnographic approach, researchers will conduct structured city walks in Malmö, 

Athens, and Vienna, documenting visual traces of political extremism such as graffiti, 

posters, and stickers. This method captures how online narratives materialize in urban 

landscapes and how offline experiences feed back into digital discourse. D4.4 will 

demonstrate how hybrid ethnography can be used to analyse spatial dynamics, symbolic 

communication, and the everyday presence of extremism in public space. 
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Political Attunement can be understood as a dynamic relational interaction between 

oppositional entities, whether individuals, groups, parties or nations. Critically, it involves 

acknowledging the political legitimacy and rights of the other party.  Political Attunement 

reduces everyday extremism in two ways: 1) it reduces de-humanisation and the 

normalisation of extreme narratives and also, 2) it builds democratic capacity to take up 

a number of positions, to sustain dialogue, in terms of new positions, accords, discords 

and the development of emerging shared political narratives.   

Overall recommendations for methods for tracking everyday extremism 

Government institutions and funding bodies should prioritize support for transnational, 

participatory, and hybrid methods that reflect the complexity of everyday extremism. 

This includes: 

• Building infrastructures for multi-sited and translocal research. 

• Supporting cross-sector collaborations between researchers, practitioners, and 

civil society. 

• Developing scalable tools for tracking, diagnosing, and responding to extremist 

narratives in real time. 

These methods are not only essential for understanding the phenomenon but for 

designing interventions that are context-sensitive, inclusive, and democratically 

grounded. We expand further on these in Section 3.  

Political Attunement 

OppAttune contributes to the process of building the public’s democratic capacities 

for political attunement, which is the public's capacity to adopt flexible positions 

when engaging in oppositional thinking without succumbing to the symbolic 

violence of hostile extreme narratives. The concept of political attunement and the 

set of user-guides can be explored more in deliverables D6.2 and 6.5 and will be 

evaluated in 8.4, after WP7 have used it within interventions in eight sites 
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3. Transnational tracking methods 

In this section we provide an overview of transnational methods and one of the core 

challenges with its implementation, which is maintaining a balance between designing 

and implementing approaches that are shared, while also ensuring translatability and 

adaptability to specific national and local contexts.  

3.1. Transnational methods: What are they and why they matter 
Transnational methods in research, practice and policy involve adopting approaches that 

cross national boundaries to understand, analyze or address the rise and spread of 

extreme narratives.  Taking a transnational approach is important for issues that are 

complex, interconnected and border crossing, such as climate change, migration and 

extremism.  

We define transnational tracking methods as research strategies and tools that allow us 

to trace the circulation and adaptation of everyday extremist narratives, across borders 

and spaces, bridging different country contexts as well as physical and digital spaces.  

As Section 2 demonstrates, there is a need to conceptualise everyday extremism not as 

an isolated national or exclusively digital phenomenon, but as part of an interconnected, 

translocal system that manifests both online and offline. Local narratives are increasingly 

informed by hegemonic narratives about global developments (e.g., war in Ukraine or 

Gaza, climate crisis, or global public health crises and measures) and are re-interpreted 

locally through frames that have already circulated in other contexts. Similarly, global 

trends brought on by trade policies and corporate decision-making as well as changes to 

rights and the regulation of rights often have a transnational character but are most 

deeply felt at a local level.  
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These trends have methodological implications regarding how to incorporate 

transnational elements into the study of everyday extremism. Namely, it requires the 

adoption of methods that allow researchers, practitioners and policymakers to 

understand how extremism moves across platforms, countries, and languages.  

3.2. Transnational methods in research  
Transnational methods enable researchers to effectively study phenomena like everyday 

extremism, which operates across geographical, cultural, and political contexts. With 

these methods, scholars are able to avoid methodological nationalism, which is the 

tendency to treat nation-states as the obvious and most important framework for 

understanding and analysing social life. Methodological nationalism is an intellectual 

orientation to research with profound implications for how researchers understand 

phenomena like migration, globalization, and a variety of transnational processes (Beck, 

2006, Wimmer & Glick Schiller, 2002), including, in our view, everyday extremism.  

 

The concept of methodological nationalism gained prominence following Andreas 

Wimmer and Nina Glick Schiller's (2002) seminal article “Methodological nationalism and 

beyond: nation-state building, migration and the social sciences,” although its intellectual 

origins can be traced to earlier critiques (Martins, 1974). The practice of seeing nation-

states as the “container” for social, economic, and political processes has historical roots 

in the foundational epistemologies of the social sciences as they developed in the late 

19th and early 20th centuries (Amelina et al., 2012; Beck, 2000; Taylor, 1996). Critiques of 

methodological nationalism have argued that it constitutes a Western and colonial 

political assumption about the world order or is at least a distortion or cognitive bias that 
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social scientists should avoid. While these critiques have generated important insights, 

questions remain about the continued analytical utility of national-level analyses 

(Amelina et al., 2012) as well as how to transcend national boundaries in research. 

  

Migration studies represent the field where methodological nationalism's limitations are 

most evident, since the perspective construes migration as a problem to be solved, 

whereas scholars working on the topic tend to view migration as a normal and even 

adaptive process for human societies. Methodological nationalism naturalizes 

sedentariness and prevents a holistic understanding of transnational communities and 

cross-border social formations (Favell, 2008; Vertovec, 2009). Migration studies is also 

among the foremost fields showing how cross-border and transnational work is viable 

via methodologies like multi-sited ethnography and mixed-method research designs (e.g. 

Dahinden, 2010). 

  

Similarly, for researching everyday extremism, we argue that transnational 

methodologies based on ethnography, incorporating multi-sited research designs with 

multiple geographical locations and cross-border research teams can address the pitfalls 

of methodological nationalism (Burawoy et al., 2000; Falzon, 2009; See also Section 5.3 

below). Collaborative approaches are particularly useful for addressing practical 

challenges such as language barriers, cultural knowledge, and institutional access across 

multiple research sites. Virtual and online research methods – such as, surveys via digital 

platforms, digital tracking of images and ideas across borders, ethnographic research in 

digital transnational communities, and social network analysis of transnational 

relationships, among others - enable us study transnational phenomena like everyday 

extremism more effectively (Hine, 2015).   

4. Transnational methods in OppAttune 

The research methods that underpin the work of OppAttune all engage with transnational 

methods in different ways. While the methodological details of each work package can 

be examined in more detail within specific deliverables and papers, we focus here on 

providing an overview of the benefit of integrating specific transnational methods in 

research practices, including an in-depth consideration for how to utilize ethnography as 

a transnational research method.  

Table 1. Overview of transnational methods in OppAttune research 
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Design 

WP2: Pathways Within Democracy – 

Rights & Protections.  

18 comparative case study analysis 

WP3: Re-Shoring, Protectionism, 

Governance 

Secondary data analysis (CEDEFOP 

database); decision-making game 

development and testing  

WP4: Media, Machines & Mobilization  Secondary data analysis; Urban and 

digital ethnography; Topic modelling 

WP5: Extremism and Living Democracies Five-country ethnographic case studies of 

everyday extremism  

WP6: Attuning Public Dialogue & 

Narratives – Psychological Drivers 

13 country WIDE Lens Survey testing 

novel Everyday Extremism Scale; 

Comparative qualitative dialogical 

interviews and dialogical pairing studies  

 

At the core of what makes these approaches transnational is their inclusion of multiple 

cases / countries / examples to enable a comparative analysis of drivers of everyday 

extremism, connecting the local with the national and the national with the transnational.   

4.1. Transnational methods for examining structural and 
systemic drivers of everyday extremism 

Work Package 2 utilizes sixteen diverse case studies of extremism to explore how claims 

to rights and regulatory responses either exacerbate or mitigate the rise of extremist 

narratives within a given society. A core objective of this research was to facilitate 

transnational tracking, achieved by selecting cases that are inherently transnational or 

have broad international ramifications. For instance, Case Studies 9 ("On Being an Ally") 

and 10 ("Abnormal Justice") are intentionally chosen for their transnational nature and 

theoretical depth. They are particularly relevant for understanding new rights claims and 

how these claims are articulated in emerging contexts of justice-seeking. These case 

studies contribute to the projects aim of revealing how regulatory mechanisms can help 

alleviate polarization by examining how rights claims can lead to it. 

The toolkits developed and applied as part of WP2 apply a transnational methodological 

lens that accounts for both national specificities – shaped by distinct historical, social, and 

cultural contexts – and broader cross-border influences within Europe and beyond. It 
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identifies sociological drivers of extreme narratives by examining how these dynamics 

operate across and between national boundaries. The analysis is grounded in an 

understanding of constructive democratic opposition, explored through regulatory and 

rights-based frameworks that trace how human rights and public protection measures 

interact to support democracy in varying political contexts. The toolkit proposes a 

"Regulatory Rights Prism (RRP)" which uses "context, belonging, and outcomes" as key 

dimensions to assess the effectiveness of policies. This helps to diagnose how regulations 

might either inadvertently fuel extremism or successfully promote social harmony and 

justice by considering both the local context and the wider transnational one.  

Within Work package 3, the focus was socio-economic, considering how supply chain and 

skills portfolios have driven protectionist policies and extremist political rhetoric. 

Focusing on the role of globalization as driving labour force inequalities and prompting 

the appeal to the ‘left behind’ in populist rhetoric, WP3’s research drew on secondary data 

to examine whether there are transnational trends in how skills portfolios impact labour 

market participation and welfare across countries in Europe. WP3’s findings evidence 

how transnational trends of rising economic vulnerabilities, brought on by offshoring, the 

adaptation of new digital technologies and automation, are closely linked to the spread 

of protectionist and extreme narratives. D3.4 in particular reveals the risks of everyday 

extremism when protectionist rhetoric becomes embedded in routine decision-making 

processes, a finding demonstrated by employing game theory to examine how firms 

strategically choose between reshoring and offshoring when markets present favourable 

or unfavourable conditions. These findings highlight how transnational economic 

processes directly impact local labour markets and contribute to anti-globalist 

sentiments, evidencing the interrelationships between the local, national and global.  

4.2. Transnational methods for examining societal and 
contextual drivers of everyday extremism 

Transnational tracking in the case of WP4 was based on a multi-sited, coordinated 

research design, where data was collected in parallel across different countries and cities, 

using shared frameworks, temporal alignment, and standardized tools. This allowed us 

to observe not only how narratives appeared in each local setting, but also how they 

echoed, aligned, or diverged transnationally. 
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Figure 4. Three step process of transnational methods as applied in WP4. 

Within WP4, the research team adopted a stepwise research approach to trace and better 

understand the dynamics of everyday extremism across different national contexts. 

Although the research carried out within WP4 did not follow a strictly comparative design, 

we maintained a comparative perspective throughout the project. This involved 

continuously and iteratively cross-referencing country cases to identify shared patterns, 

translocal dynamics, and context-specific features. Each stage of our analysis engaged 

with distinct spatial levels, from the immediate local context of cities to broader national, 

regional, and transnational dynamics. 

In the first year, they employed a topic-driven approach to identify and map everyday 

extremist narratives across Europe. Analytically, the first report focused on three national 

contexts representing different European regions: Sweden (Northern Europe), Austria 

(Central Europe), and Bulgaria (Eastern Europe). Drawing on an extensive literature 

review and secondary data from government bodies, civil society organisations, and 

independent non-profit research institutions, we identified key topics, actors, and 

platforms around which everyday extremist narratives coalesced. 

The research team also undertook empirical research on the online discussion forum 

Reddit, using both quantitative and qualitative methods to examine subreddits from all 

three countries (r/Sweden, r/Bulgaria, r/Austria). Their analytical insights from this online 
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forum provide evidence of how a transnational and multi-language platform requires 

transnational research designs and analytical efforts. While the broader report (D4.1) 

draws primarily on secondary literature, the Reddit analysis provides original data-driven 

insight into how these narratives are negotiated by ordinary users in quasi-anonymous 

digital spaces. It evidences the dynamics by which the same narratives circulate across 

national subreddits (r/Sweden, r/Bulgaria, r/Austria), albeit with local modifications. In 

this sense, transnational platforms such as Reddit provide a shared infrastructure where 

ideas migrate and mutate across borders. 

The data clearly shows that certain topics act as catalysts for the spread of such narratives 

(migration, climate, gender etc). While extremist narratives emerged around these topics 

in all three countries, they were localised to reflect distinct political and cultural contexts. 

The empirical analysis revealed two dominant thematic strands: anti-immigration 

rhetoric and anti-establishment conspiracy narratives, both of which feed into 

broader illiberal and anti-democratic discourses that tend to veer into extremism 

without triggering platform moderation. Additionally, climate change and gender 

emerged as important focal points. These themes were explored further in the second 

phase of our research. 

In the second year, WP4 shifted to an event-driven approach centred on the 2024 

European Parliament elections. We undertook a multi-sited hybrid ethnography that 

involved non-participant observation across digital platforms (X, TikTok, Instagram, and 

Facebook) and urban settings (Vienna in Austria, Sofia in Bulgaria, and Malmö in Sweden). 

Digital ethnography and non-media-centric approaches enabled us to investigate the 

interplay between media and the lived experiences of individuals (Pink et al., 2016; Postill 

and Pink 2012). Hybrid ethnography thus involved immersing ourselves systematically in 

both online and offline spaces. 

To monitor everyday discussions among ordinary users online, we created new accounts 

to mitigate algorithmic bias, following political actors, media outlets, and trending 

hashtags. Between 1 May and 10 June 2024, we engaged in daily practices of feed-

scrolling and user observation, recording our findings using screen capture tools and 

screenshots, with particular attention paid to memes and visual culture. Offline, we 

conducted non-participant observation in the three cities, attending rallies and collecting 

campaign materials, including flyers, posters, graffiti, and photographs. 
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Our analysis concentrated largely on memes as a potent form of visual communication 

in contemporary contentious politics. We found that the visual language expressed 

through meme templates, emojis, symbols, and recognisable figures such as politicians, 

celebrities, and fictional characters, enables the cross-border circulation of shared 

narratives. While these narratives resonate at the transnational level, they are articulated 

in ways that reflect local experiences and concerns. National and local adaptations of 

memes illustrate how translocal imaginaries function: the same visual frameworks 

are repurposed to capture specific anxieties or grievances, while retaining a 

common underlying narrative. 

Although each of the country-cases in WP5 (Germany, Serbia, Bosnia, Türkiye, Portugal) 

is vastly different, our research revealed a common feature of everyday extremism as 

emerging when people have experienced severe societal transformations and/or 

personal traumas that result in profound feelings of uncertainty or what is sometimes 

called “ontological insecurity.” Narratives about economic crisis - a perceived and/or real 

lack of material resources or a sense that there is “not enough” - combined with feelings 

of one’s identity and personal value being threatened or diminished. Everyday extremism 

rises when augmented by oppositional us/them thinking. Immigrants and groups of 

perceived others may then provide a ready scapegoat for such fears. 

What our five country cases taken together tell us is that a major cause of everyday 

extremism is historical trauma and societal insecurity.  The five cases each have unique 

features, due to their political and social developments, but they all struggle with a major 

upheaval at a specific point in time that has profoundly unsettled the sense of stability 

and security for its members. For example, for Germany, Serbia and Bosnia, the fall of 

socialism in Eastern Europe was a major point of transition that changed people’s sense 

of belonging. The results differed: Germany became a unified East and West, while Serbia 

and Bosnia separated according to ethnic and religious confession. Despite differences, 

all three countries bear scars from the experience that impacts the development of 

everyday extremism today. Both East Germany and Bosnia have been sites of rising far-

right extremism. In Serbia, we observe political apathy among young people, feelings of 

discrimination and social isolation and low trust in state institutions. Portugal and Türkiye 

are also shaped by massive socio-political transformations. For Portugal these 

transformations were the end of colonialism and joining the EU and the eurozone, while 

for Türkiye a key transition was from the Ottoman Empire to a Republic, which affected 

ethno-national and religious identities into the present day. Concerns about religious 
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belonging and European identity loom large in Türkiye and Bosnia as both countries seek 

a place at the European table.   

Further, in all five country cases, the causes of everyday extremism are linked to 

economic/material concerns, ontological insecurity and social identity conflicts. 

Concern about migrants is important in all countries but less so in Serbia. Educational 

inadequacies and challenges for youth are mentioned in Germany, Serbia and Bosnia, 

but not Türkiye and Portugal. Whether youth or adults are considered, it seems clear that 

improved critical thinking abilities, civic education and skills for democratic reasoning are 

needed to act and react proactively to everyday extremism. Bosnia and Türkiye are 

heavily polarised with strongly ethno-nationalistic political discourses. In Serbia, Bosnia 

and Portugal people are concerned about corruption and we see narratives of injustice 

and a lack of faith in institutions. People in Portugal are disillusioned with democratic 

processes. Many people in Türkiye also share a sense of being neglected by the state 

whether or not they link this to corruption. 

In the context of OppAttune, ethnographic work provides an important contribution to 

mapping narratives of everyday extremism and developing site-specific and 

contextualised interventions that counteract the emergence and spread of these 

narratives in a tailor-made fashion. For this reason, this method was widely employed in 

all contexts and cases under analysis in WP5. Ethnography created the rationale for the 

development of participatory and co-constructed good practices that we present in 5.3, 

with ethnography, therefore, also itself a good practice for attunement. An ethnographic 

approach can enhance understanding of societal polarisation, cultural violence and 

everyday extremism in different contexts because it offers a lens into the subtle, daily 

interactions and cultural practices that other research methods may overlook, allowing 

for a deeper understanding of the social environments where extremist narratives take 

root.  

Similarly, ethnography is a proven method for studying extremism, and in OppAttune we 

combine it with participatory action research (PAR) approaches, such as collaborative 

ethnography, autoethnography and ethnographic gamification to experiment with 

practices for attuning everyday extremism. Ethnography helps us to map the narratives 

through which the drivers of everyday extremism can be identified, understand their 

emergence and spread and assist with deconstructing and transforming them. We see 

the narratives identified in ethnography and PAR as a dialogical method for 

transformation, and in this dialogical capacity, it is a metric for successful enhancement 

of the capacity for dialogical engagement or attunement.  Ethnographic research 
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provided the in-depth understanding of each specific context and allowed for the tailor-

made development of other derivative participatory action research innovations and 

good practices across these contexts, including collaborative ethnography, 

autoethnography, ethnographic gamification, narrative group work, psychoeducational 

workshops and capacity building training for non-violent communication and conflict 

resolution. 

Drawing on insights from our ethnographic fieldwork, we developed grounded, evidence-

based participatory innovations - methods of political attunement - that contributed to 

reducing and dissolving everyday extremism and finding common grounds and solutions 

through practices of dialogical engagement. We argue that discovering and mobilising 

these good practice strategies of attunement is essential for those hoping to equip 

citizens to deal with extremist oppositional thinking in a moderative and constructive 

way. In addition to successfully facilitating social dialogue, each of these practices is also 

feasible, sustainable, participatory and adaptable, making them likely to be useful for 

researchers and practitioners working on the topic in any country. The good practices 

and the methodological tools identify the anthropological level and then go beyond to 

show how to track and diagnose the social, historical and cultural narratives augmenting 

everyday extremism and polarisation. 

4.3. Transnational methods for examining individual drivers of 
everyday extremism 

Work package 6 engages with transnational methods as approaches for studying and 

identifying the shared characteristics of everyday extremism, as they relate to individual 

attitudes and behaviours, as well as how these manifest in interpersonal dialogue 

contexts. WP6 is inherently transnational as all research components include a 

transnational comparison. Beginning with D6.1. the Everyday Extremism Scale, the data 

used drew on the online platform Reddit, as well as online news platforms from Greece, 

Kosovo, Malta and the UK to collect comparative digital data from different media 

landscapes.  

The WIDE Lens survey gathered and analyzed data across 13 countries; Austria, Bosnia-

Herzegovina, Cyprus, France, Greece, Germany, Kosovo, Malta, Portugal, Serbia, Sweden, 

Türkiye, and the United Kingdom. The survey required close cooperation between 

multiple partners, translating and back-translating the survey to ensure adaptability to 

national language practices and meaning systems, and to ensure comparability across 

countries. 
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This broad geographical coverage enabled us to engage in a comparative analysis of the 

social psychological drivers of everyday extremism. The WIDE Lens survey enabled a 

transnational approach to testing the novel Everyday Extremism Scale. Key findings of 

the survey include demonstrating overall low to moderate levels of everyday extremism 

present in Europe, an important benchmarking of this new concept. Additionally, the 

perception of blocked social mobility was identified as a key and generally unmediated 

social-psychological driver of everyday extremism. This means that when people feel 

constrained in their situation without opportunities for upward mobility, they are more 

likely to engage with Everyday Extremist Behaviours.  

Additional research approaches include comparative interview studies using novel ‘Vote 

for Me’ films that examine the appeal of different political rhetorics across the UK and 

Greece, as well as a comparative dyad study examining how participants sustain dialogue 

in Sweden, the UK and Kosovo. These in-depth qualitative methodologies offer an 

additional layer of micro-level transnational methods as they present opportunities to 

study and compare interactional and interpersonal dynamics in a context of political 

dialogue and in a context of engagement with a political leader.  

5. Recommendations for the use of 

transnational methods 

A key policy recommendation for tackling hybrid threats entails strengthening EU 

structures and cooperation (European Parliament, Special Committee on the European 

Democracy Shield, 2025, April 29). Conceptualizing everyday extremism as a hybrid threat 

necessitates the use of transnational methods for developing evidenced-based insights 

on how everyday extremism emerges and spreads, from the local to the global, and from 

the online to the offline. According to the European Democracy Shield, hybrid threats 

erode trust in institutions and polarize public opinion, in doing so undermining 

democratic processes and fuelling the rise of extremist narratives and movements.  

According to the EU Knowledge Hub on Prevention of Radicalization, a whole-of-society 

approach is needed to prevent the rise of extremism and counter its violent expressions 

(European Commission, 2025 April 3-4). It emphasizes a focus on local levels and bottom-

up approaches such as grassroots efforts focused on educational and participatory 

activities. Insights from WP5 evidence how these local level initiatives can also establish 

context-specific best practices that can be adapted and applied in other contexts.  
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As the present report demonstrates, transnational methods, when successfully applied, 

can, and should, maintain a balance between generality and specificity. In other words, 

they can allow us to examine how certain phenomena occurs across and within different 

socio-cultural and political spaces, enabling us to identify common policy-relevant issues 

while also evidencing how these issues manifest through localized extreme narratives. As 

such, transnational methods need to be agile and adaptable, enabling the mapping of 

shared processed while ensuring that the localized meanings of extreme narratives are 

taken into consideration when designing interventions and policies. 

5.1. Transnational methods in policymaking  
This section focuses specifically on how transnational methods can inform policy making. 

For those interested in further learning about how to invest in transdisciplinary and 

transnational methods, we recommend reading Sections 5.2 and 5.3 as well.  

WP2’s research develops and applies a toolkit to track and measure how policies impact 

extreme narratives.  Through 18 case studies, it demonstrates how collaboration and 

partnerships between different stakeholders can come together to address the 

challenges of political extremism. Policymakers can use the Diagnostic Tools developed 

by WP2 to analyse how laws and regulations shape rights, and whether their outcomes 

contribute to attuning or exacerbating polarization.  

 

The Toolkit introduces a simple four-step approach for analysing and managing extremist 

narratives: 

First, it explains how laws and regulations shape rights in different contexts. Then, it 

shows how to analyse those contexts, focusing on how people feel connected to their 

rights. Finally, it looks at how these connections influence outcomes, providing a 

framework for understanding how rights and regulations interact. This method helps 

identify, analyse, and predict how extremism is met with regulatory responses and their 

impact. 

The Diagnostic Tools developed in WP2 provide an example for how to 

implement a whole-of-society approach to build resilience against extremism, 

contributing to the European Union’s Strategic Orientations on a Coordinated 

Approach to the Prevention of Radicalisation. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
38 

 

 

• Crucial for policymakers is the ability to use the findings from WP2 and the Tools 

to compare across cases and countries, to examine the transnational similarities 

and contextual differences across cases. Additionally, the Tools enable 

policymakers to move form a reactive, to a proactive, response in considering 

how extremism emerges, spreads and intersects with human rights concerns.  

Figure 5 below provides an example of Diagnostic Tool.  

 

 

 

Figure 5. Diagnostic Tool 1. The diagnostic tools can be found here:  

https://oppattune.aup.edu/diagnostic-tools/  

 

https://oppattune.aup.edu/diagnostic-tools/
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WP3’s research demonstrates how protectionist narratives (as a form of everyday 

extreme narratives) intersect in significant ways with labour policies and corporate 

strategies around production and offshoring/re-shorting.  

• In this context, the European Democracy Shield – which aims to protect 

democratic institutions from disinformation, foreign interference, and extremism 

– must also address the socio-economic roots of democratic vulnerability.  

Investing in inclusive labour market policies, particularly through targeted upskilling and 

reskilling initiatives, is essential to strengthening worker resilience and reducing the 

appeal of anti-democratic narratives (Schmid, 2013; Rodrik, 2017; Inglehart & Norris, 

2016). By tackling the structural drivers of discontent, the Shield can help reinforce 

democratic stability and social cohesion across the EU. 

Building on the need to address the socio-economic roots of democratic vulnerability, the 

Interactive Map developed by WP3 can help policymakers better understand how 

different governance models influence societal outcomes. Furthermore, the four-step 

Behavioural Well-Being Toolkit provides actionable insights for policymakers and civil 

society to consider how transnational policies aimed at fostering economic resilience can 

in turn mitigate the disruptive potential of protectionist narratives.  

Figure 6 below provides an illustration of the Interactive Map.  

 

Figure 6. Screenshot of Interactive Map: Human Rights, Public Regulation, and Transnational 

Governance Scenarios. 
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The Interactive Map can be found here: https://oppattune.aup.edu/interactive-map/ ) 

WP3 resources promote critical reflection on the effectiveness of national and 

supranational responses to labour market disruptions and democratic backsliding. They 

underscore the importance of a nuanced, evidence-based approach to policy design – 

one that recognises the complex interplay between domestic and EU-level governance in 

crafting resilient, inclusive, and democratic regulatory frameworks. 

Namely, while transnational methods might be difficult to implement in the practice of 

policymaking, transnational evidence can be used to design skills strategies that support 

inclusion and stability in changing labour markets.  

Similarly, transnational methods and evidence from WP4 can be usefully applied by 

policymakers to monitor digital discourses to understand the evolution of extremism and 

work with researchers and practitioners to inform counter-narrative strategies and 

translocal approaches aimed at protecting dialogue across Europe.  

• In this context, the transnational methods used provide tools for 

policymakers to anticipate and understand emerging threats, particularly as 

these narratives often evolve around specific contentious topics, providing 

actionable insights for policymakers to focus their preventative efforts.  

Namely, the research from WP4 extensively demonstrates both how new technologies 

and online spaces are leveraged and exploited to spread extremist narratives, and how 

these narratives often revolve around contentious topics that take on a localized meaning 

but also have a translocality.  

The use of AI-assisted thematic analysis to model networks of extremist narratives 

demonstrates a cutting-edge approach that aligns with the EU's objective to integrate 

foresight into its policy cycle. For example, an analysis of extremist content on Reddit in 

Austria, Sweden, and Bulgaria before and after the 2024 European Parliament elections 

shows that, despite each country’s unique political context, similar extremist ideas are 

spreading across borders. Using BERTopic modelling, the data reveals that key themes – 

like anti-migration views, nationalism, distrust in democracy, and geopolitical tensions – 

are closely linked and often reinforce each other in online discussions. 

Novel methodologies, such as transnational methods involving advanced natural 

language processing (NLP) techniques can identify shared thematic clusters and their 

propagation across different national digital communities, even revealing how online 

discussions can become "insulated within echo chambers" across borders. 

https://oppattune.aup.edu/interactive-map/
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• Novel methods that enable cross-border and cross-platform analysis enable 

policymakers to better understand the transnational propagation of 

extremist ideologies and ideas, providing evidence for the need for a pan-

European response to the threat of everyday extremism. 

This methodology further offers a way to visualize the rise and spread of extreme 

narratives, in times of elections, providing an important insight into how these narratives 

might erode democratic participation. The graph below illustrates an example of how 

topics changed over the time prior to, and after, European Parliamentary elections – 

drawing on data from Swedish online forums.  

 

WP5 and WP6 provide insights on the lived experiences of democracy and the 

perceptions and attitudes that make citizens in Europe perceive everyday extremism as 

more or less permissible. These insights can be used to inform targeted interventions at 

both local, national and transnational level that address the roots of disaffection and 

strengthen democratic resilience.  

Findings from WP5 and WP6 offer valuable insights into how citizens across Europe 

experience democracy and perceive everyday extremism, shedding light on the social 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
42 

 

 

and emotional conditions that make such extremism seem more or less permissible. 

These insights are directly relevant to the European Democracy Shield, as they can guide 

the design of targeted, evidence-based interventions at local, national, and EU levels.  

• For policymakers, this means addressing the root causes of democratic 

disaffection – such as socio-economic marginalisation and perceived injustice – 

while also recognising the cross-border nature of extremist narratives that 

promote and mobilize these disaffections. 

Strengthening democratic resilience will require deeper cooperation across EU member 

states and sectors, fostering a whole-of-society approach that aligns with the Shield’s 

mission to protect and renew democracy across Europe. 

5.2. Transnational methods in practitioners’ work  
Practitioners and civil society organizations (CSOs) play an essential role in tackling 

threats to democracy, including everyday extremism, bringing policy with on-the-ground 

action. Indeed, supporting CSOs is a core priority of the EU’s foreign policy, considered 

important implementation partners of the EU Action Plan on Human Rights and 

Democracy 2020-2027.  

Transnational methods are of value to practitioners, as both resources to inform their 

practice and as a means through which to engage in collaborations between 

practitioners, civil society organizations, academics and additional stakeholders.  

Firstly, transnational methods can provide relevant evidence for informing practitioner’s 

work. CSOs play a central role in empowering communities through bottom-up 

approaches aimed at building resilient, inclusive and democratic societies. In other 

words, CSOs play a key role in promoting and safeguarding living democracies. Case #15 

of the Regulatory Rights Toolkit for Attuning Everyday Extremism (D2.1) provides a useful 

example of the key role played by CSOs in countering everyday extremism and bringing 

former extremists into democratic processes.  

For example, OppAttune’s toolkits, such as the Economic Wellbeing Behavioural Toolkit 

(D3.2) provides actionable guidance for policymakers to reduce job insecurity by 

diagnosing, understanding and implementing preventative actions. The case studies and 

toolkits developed from WP2 are designed to demonstrate application in real-world 

settings, and provide guidelines, strategies, and action plans for policymakers, 

practitioners, and community leaders to identify, assess, and respond to everyday 

extremism. 
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Similarly, the insights from WP4, that maps the types of extreme narratives circulating 

across Europe provide practitioners with prevalent flashpoints around which extremist 

narratives and conspiracy theories tend to gravitate in digital spaces, providing relevant 

contextual and localized meaning needed to design effective countermeasures. WP4’s 

insights on the translocal nature of extremist narratives reinforce the importance of CSOs 

in addressing these cross-border challenges.  

Work package 5 further provides examples of good practices and guidance on their 

adaptation as localized interventions, outlining key principles for implementing research 

practices in their work.  Specifically, the handbook (D.5.3) outlines and provides guidance 

on the use of collaborative ethnography, autoethnography, ethnographic gamification, 

narrative group work, psychoeducational workshops, and capacity-building training for 

non-violent conflict resolution. These methods foster attunement – a dynamic 

dialogic interaction limiting everyday extremism – within diverse communities.  

Oppattune’s deliverables thereby provide practitioners with evidence-based strategies 

and concrete tools that leverage transnational and translocal insights to address the 

complexities of everyday extremism, foster democratic dialogue, and empower 

individuals, particularly youth, to build more resilient and inclusive societies.  

Secondly, transnational methods provide pathways for practitioners to work across 

borders, to understand the translocal nature of extremist narratives and enable 

collaborative approaches. As part of WP5, our practitioner partners engaged in the co-

design and co-production of ethnographic approaches to examine living democracy. This 

kind of collaboration enables shared learning and promotes a whole-of-society approach 

that takes seriously the contributions and expertise of practitioners working on the 

‘ground’. With the EU’s push for further transnational cooperation, transnational methods 

for research and intervention will continue to be increasingly relevant for practitioners.  

5.3. Transnational methods in research practices  
Certain research methods lend themselves well to transnationalism, including 

comparative surveys, large European databases and AI-powered machine learning 

approaches that enable the use of large textual, often online, datasets. A key limitation 

of these methodologies however is that the findings are often framed primarily within a 

national framework even when making sense of transnational phenomena.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
44 

 

 

Less commonly considered as a potentially fruitful transnational method, is the 

ethnographic approach. Transnational ethnographic approaches were utilized effectively 

in both WP4 and WP5, and so we focus here on the utility of this specific approach.  

 Ethnography is an in-depth research method centred on observing and participating in 

the daily lives of people, often over an extended period of time, to understand their 

practices, narratives, and interactions. Conventional research methods that are part of 

ethnography include observation, participant observation, interviews, and analysis of 

documentary, archival, mediatised or scholarly materials. Traditionally, ethnographers 

try to live like the people with whom they conduct research and record detailed fieldnotes 

about activities and conversations. They want to explore the gap between what people 

say they do and what they actually do in practice. Most ethnographers today realise that 

this process has its challenges, and they use reflexivity to address concerns about the 

power dynamics of field relationships, their position vis a vis locals and the politics of 

representing groups outside of their contexts. This reflexive concern with position and 

power is not seen as a weakness of the method, but rather as the essential ingredient 

that adds nuance and depth to ethnographic accounts.  

Ethnography is a valuable method for studying and addressing everyday extremism 

across contexts because it offers a unique lens into the subtle, daily interactions and 

cultural practices that other research and practice methods might overlook. It allows for 

a deeper understanding of the social environments where extremist narratives take root.  

Unlike other work on extremism that is focused solely on political engagement or 

economic deprivation, ethnography has a broader scope for examining “the everyday 

spaces and political infrastructures that make populism possible” (Featherstone and 

Karaliotas, 2019). It also emphasizes the importance of local places in driving narratives. 

Therefore, it shows how the meanings of everyday extremism can be understood within 

specific places, which is crucial for reducing the driving factors of everyday extremist 

narratives.  

Ethnographic research can reveal the "everyday spaces of sociopolitical reproduction" 

and the "generative role of space in producing political positions and feelings and the 

quotidian conditions, consequences and processes underpinning the politics of hate" 

(Santamarina 2021). Ethnography is also useful in capturing the flow of extremist ideas 

and movements between political centers and peripheries.  

Researchers who use ethnography “are good at paying attention to dispositions and 

practices that other social scientists would generally dismiss as prepolitical or, at best, 
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parapolitical” (Mazarella 2019). The everyday prepolitical or parapolitical interactions in 

neighbourhoods may be the decisive drivers for eventual political action or violence. 

Ethnography can help identify the ways in which everyday extremism is articulated 

through silent narratives and thereby enable researchers to develop more effective 

interventions. 

Ethnography allows researchers to capture participants' lived experiences and 

perspectives. This provides insights into the broader social and structural contexts that 

shape their realities. Ethnographic work can reveal how context and personal experience 

shape individual worldviews and attitudes. For example, in WP4 we put transnational 

methods into practice through a multi-sited ethnographic approach, particularly in our 

case study on the 2024 European Parliament elections. As part of the research we 

developed a research design involving three European cities, guided by a shared 

framework to collect comparable data across all sites during the same period. 

This collaborative process involved formulating shared research questions, developing a 

common conceptual framework, and identifying key themes. We also agreed on the level 

of comparison and units of analysis, such as a focus on visual materials. Fieldwork was 

carefully aligned in time, with all teams conducting their research during the same period. 

To support consistency, we used the same tools for data collection, including a route 

tracking application to document our ethnographic walks in each location. 

Regular weekly meetings over Zoom provided space to exchange observations, reflect on 

emerging themes, and address methodological concerns. These discussions ensured a 

continuous dialogue across the research sites and helped build a shared understanding 

of both the local specificities and transnational patterns. As we move towards the analysis 

stage, we will use a common coding framework in NVivo to facilitate systematic 

comparison across cases while retaining attention to local detail. 

This same approach is currently being implemented in ongoing ethnographic fieldwork, 

which focuses on how everyday extremism is subtly embedded within the urban fabric 

(D4.4 forthcoming). This research is centred, not on specific events or actors but on the 

cities of Malmö (Sweden), Athens (Greece), and Vienna (Austria), using walking-as-

ethnographic method (see e.g. Hall 2017; O’Neill and Roberts 2019) to explore how 

contentious politics and extremist narratives manifest in public space. Each research 

team carries out three city walks in distinct neighbourhood types: one in the city centre, 

typically a site of large demonstrations; one in an economically marginalised area; and 
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one in a gentrified district. The aim is to investigate how spatial dynamics and visible 

traces of political extremism vary across different urban environments and across 

Europe. 

During these city walks, teams document visible markers of political mobilisation, 

symbolic communication, and ideological presence. Particular attention is paid to graffiti, 

posters, stickers, murals, and other visual forms of political expression. Data collection 

includes photo documentation (excluding identifiable individuals) and detailed field notes 

recording observations, reflections, and any informal conversations that may arise. This 

space-focused deliverable seeks to understand how public space is politically 

appropriated and contested, and how traces of extremist discourse become embedded 

in the material environment of the city. Through this transnational, multi-sited 

ethnographic investigation, we examine how political extremism is shaped, expressed, 

and resisted within the urban landscape, paying close attention to the entanglements 

between physical environments and digital spaces. Protest squares, community centres, 

and even informal gathering spaces emerge as arenas where extremist narratives 

intersect with everyday life, influencing social interactions, and mobilisation processes 

across Europe. 

6. Conclusions 
The findings presented in this report underscore the urgent need for transnational 

approaches to understanding and addressing everyday extremism. Extremist narratives 

do not respect national borders – they are shaped by global events, circulate through 

digital platforms, and adapt to local contexts. As such, responses must also be 

transnational, collaborative, and grounded in the lived realities of citizens across Europe. 

OppAttune’s research demonstrates that everyday extremism is driven by a complex 

interplay of economic, political, psychological, and cultural factors. These drivers are 

often rooted in material grievances, identity threats, and perceived injustices, which are 

then mobilized through populist and exclusionary narratives. Transnational methods – 

ranging from comparative ethnography to AI-powered discourse analysis – offer powerful 

tools for tracking these dynamics and informing targeted, evidence-based interventions. 

For broader EU policy frameworks, this means: 
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• Fund further development of diagnostic tools that integrate rights-context 

analysis with real-time policy monitoring, especially in regions experiencing 

democratic backsliding. 

• Invest in mixed method approaches that combine economic modelling with 

ethnographic insights to capture the lived impact of transnational governance on 

extremism. 

• Support the scaling of participatory methods that foster democratic engagement, 

especially among youth and marginalized communities, and integrate these into 

civic education initiatives. 

• Fund the development of translocal mapping tools that combine geospatial data, 

digital ethnography, and cultural analysis to trace the evolution of extremist 

narratives. 

• Invest in hybrid fieldwork infrastructures – such as mobile ethnography apps and 

cross-platform data integration tools – that allow researchers to study the fluid 

movement of narratives across digital and embodied spaces. 

Ultimately, this report calls for a shift from reactive to proactive policymaking – one that 

anticipates emerging threats, addresses root causes, and fosters a culture of democratic 

dialogue and attunement across Europe. 
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