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Countering Oppositional Political Extremism Through Attuned Dialogue:
Track, Attune, Limit
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Countering Oppositional Political
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Dialogue: Track, Attune, Limit

By expanding the concept of democracy beyond formal processes and elections, this
policy brief provides strategies to strengthen democratic resilience across the EU.

OppAttune’s ethnographic research into the emergence and drivers of exclusionary
narratives and hostile opposition against the “other” indicates that strengthening formal
democracy is insufficient to counter the threat of political extremism. Democracy is a
complex and multifaceted practice that goes beyond key moments of participation and
deliberation, such as elections. It is both a space and a place in which everyday social
interaction is lived, experienced and transformed. Protecting democracy means promoting
living spaces in which people see each other as equal human beings and are able to
appreciate shared and divergent political and social challenges. Through social dialogue in a
living democracy people do not become alike and agree all the time, but they are able to
attune and therefore to detect and reject everyday extremism. By conceptualizing democracy
at the everyday level as a living space and aiming to complement and enhance the existing
EU action framework, this policy brief proposes localized strategies to strengthen the
resilience of democracies.

What is OppAttune?

A 36-month, €3.16 million Innovate
UK/Horizon-Europe funded project
17 partners from the European Union
and beyond.

Aim
Track, attune, and limit the spread of
everyday extremism.

A¥diimoarmant Mada
Attunement Model

Develop a multi-level model that
offers target groups the tools to
‘detect and reject’ extreme
narratives.
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